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Abstract: 

Warrior Marks is a documentary about a procedure know as "female circumcision," "female genital cutting," or "female genital mutilation" (FGM) in several African countries as well as other countries around the world. The film includes interviews with victims, activists against female circumcision, and circumcisers, as well as interpretive dance and commentary.

Onscreen Narrator: Alice Walker

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do the artistic interpretations (music, dance, etc.) that Parmar chooses to include affect your experience of this film? Are they appropriate? In appropriate? Expressive? Why or why not?

2.  At the beginning of the film, why does Walker discuss her experience with her eye injury, and how does that affect her role as narrator? How does it affect your experience of this film? Is it appropriate? Why or why not?

3.  We're approaching the practice of FGM from our own Western bias, of course. Can you think of any positive reasons to perform FGM that might be specific to the women's African cultures?

4.  Do you think there are bodily practices, ritualized or aesthetic, in American and European cultures that compare to FGM? Give several examples of possible comparisons and explain how they compare to and/or differ from FGM.
